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			We are a volunteer-driven organization that inspires, celebrates and supports educational excellence in our community. Since 1997, the Golden Apple Foundation has grown from honoring teachers in one school district to honoring teachers, principals and volunteers in more than 150 schools, both public and non-public, in Winnebago and Boone counties.


		

	





	
		
			The Foundation operates entirely on the generous financial support of community businesses and individuals, as well as the more than 400 volunteers who donate their time and energy to make our programs successful.
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			The Golden Apple Foundation continues its mission of educational excellence

in our community through our four core programs.


		

	





		
			
				
					
											

				


				
					
						Golden Apple Teacher Awards
													
								The Golden Apple Award process begins with the individual recognition of teachers at the beginning of each school year through Apple for the Teacher Day.

							

						
						
						Learn More

					

				


									
				
							

		


		


		
			
				
					
											

				


				
					
						Classroom Grants
													
								Golden Apple Foundation invites PreK – 12th grade public and private school teachers to participate in its grant program!

							

						
						
						Learn More

					

				


									
				
							

		


		



		
			
				
					
											

				


				
					
						Other Scholarships & Awards
													
								Learn more about our Teacher Scholarship, Outstanding Principal Award, and the Jan Jones Service Award.
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						Community Engagement
													
								Members of the Community Engagement Committee work in the community through discussions forums and activities designed to strengthen the education of our children.
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						March 7, 2024
						Golden Apple Day! Follow our social media to see where we barge into classrooms to surprise exceptional teachers with 2024 Golden Apples!




											


					
									

			

					
				
											
							

							
																																
							

						

										
						March 13, 2024
						Deadline to submit nomination for the Jan Jones Service Award!




											


					
									

			

					
				
											
							

							
																																
							

						

										
						April 26, 2024
						Excellence in Education Banquet at 5:30 p.m. at Tebala Event Center. Buy your tickets here: https://goldenappleofrockford.square.site/
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					Leann Burmeister-Juliano of Loves Park has taught English at Belvidere North High School the past 3 of her 15 years of teaching.
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					Cara Wolfe of Rockford has taught 8th grade ELA at Flinn Middle School the past 3 of her 9 years of teaching.
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					Yuri Moctezuma of Rockford has been teaching social studies at Belvidere South Middle School the past 2 of her 10 years teaching.
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					Molly Kettelhut of Rockford teaches 7th grade English Language Arts and Social Studies at Galapagos Rockford Charter School. She’s taught the past 5 of her 7 years of teaching here.
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			We need volunteers to continue our mission! Learn more about our committees and the many ways you can help, including fund development, special events, grants and more!


		

	

Volunteer Opportunities
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			Through the Golden Apple Teacher Academy where Golden Apple teachers mentor and share their knowledge with other teachers through our professional development programs.
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			Stay connected with Golden Apple Foundation on Instagram.
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			Stay connected with Golden Apple Foundation on Facebook.
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			Stay connected with Golden Apple Foundation on X.
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					5301 East State St., Suite 114
Rockford, IL 61108
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